
was detected steps were taken to stop the respective adver-
tisements and they have long ago disappeared from the maga-
zines. While the Alpers Chemical Company regrets this error,
due to an overzealous employé, it wishes to state most em¬

phatically that no change of policy was ever contemplated,
and that its product, Triacol, was, and always will be, a

strictly ethical preparation, being recommended to the med¬
ical profession alone.
As to myself, I have not influenced the policy of the Alpers

Chemical Company for years, and knew nothing of this whole
matter till last September. The efforts of my professional
life have largely been devoted to the advancement of ethical
relations between medicine and pharmacy, and I have never
for a moment changed my position.

William C. Alpers.

A Warning Not Heeded.
Dallas, Texas, Nov. 12, 1907.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Fromthe fact that there is in Texas a huge
conspiracy against all young medical school I hereby warn you
not to mention in any of your publications including the
A. M. A. Journal any unfavorable mention of the College of
Phys. & Surg., Dallas. Kindly refuse to mention this school
in any till further notice. I warn you under penalty of the
law. Arthur C. Bell, Dean.

[See page 1795, item headed "Texas Board Withdraws Rec-
ognition."\p=m-\Ed.]

Association News

THE ARCHIVES OF INTERNAL MEDICINE.
Announcement of Publication.

At the Atlantic City session of the American Medical Asso-
ciation a petition signed by many clinicians was presented to
the Board of Trustees, suggesting the publication of a journal
devoted to scientific clinical medicine, and stating that there
was no journal in the English language covering the field out-
lined. In response to this request the Board of Trustees at
once appointed a committee, which reported to the Board at its
October meeting, approving the proposal and outlining a gen-
eral plan for such a publication. The Board adopted the re-

port, and asked the following to act as the editorial board:
Joseph L. Miller, Chicago; Richard C. Cabot, Boston; George
Dock, Ann Arbor, Mich.; David L. Edsall, Philadelphia; Theo-
dore C. Janeway. New York City, and W. S. Thayer, Balti-
more. The tenure of office of the editors is to be six years,
but they are so appointed that the term of one will expire
each year.
The first number of the Archives of Internal Medicine will

be issued about Jan. 15, 1908. Subsequent numbers will follow
at intervals as material permits, but monthly issue is antici¬
pated. Two volumes will be published annually, each to con¬

sist of not less than 600 pages. The Archives will contain no

advertisements.
Mechanically and typographically, the Archives of Internal

Medicine will be of the highest order, with special attention
given to the reproduction of illustrations.
Authors who so desire will be given 250 complimentary

reprints.
For the present the subscription price will be $4 a year—

two volumes—or 50 cents a copy. As an introductory offer a

reduction of one dollar will be made to members and subscrib¬
ers to The Journal of the American Medical Association. It
is very desirable that those who wish the Archives should send
in their names—by postal card or letter—as early as is con¬

venient, sc that a general idea of the number to print may be
obtained before Jan. 1, 1908. Address: "Archives of Internal
Medicine, 103 Dearborn Avenue, Chicago, 111."

Announcement by Editorial Eoard.
The increasing amount of scientific work in internal medi¬

cine in this country has led tö the need of a journal devoted

to the subject. We are glad to announce, therefore, that the
Board of Trustees of the American Medical Association has
taken steps for the founding of the Archives of Internal Med¬
icine. It will be devoted to the publication of original studies
on clinical medicine carried out at the bedside or in the labora¬
tory, and of physiological, pathological and pharmacological
researches that have a bearing on the nature, diagnosis or
treatment of disease. Scholarly, thorough work, well abreast
of the present position of medical science, is what is desired for
the Archives of Internal Medicine. All technical details and
protocols necessary to prove the thesis will be welcome, al¬
though unnecessary details are to be avoided. Articles that
summarize what is already known on a certain topic and then
add something new, represent the class of communications
that are desired, as well as short original communications on
matters relating to internal medicine. Articles which do not
deal with internal medicine, but take up the purely technical
or special problems of cognate branches of medicine, such as

surgery, obstetrics, pathology, chemistry, physiology, etc., will
not be considered appropriate. It is not intended that the
Archives shall contain editorials or abstracts, but occasional
analytical revie\vs of books and of important subjects will
appear.
The undersigned desire the hearty cooperation of all those

interested in scientific medicine in the United States.
All communications relating to the editorial part of the

journal should be addressed to Dr. Joseph L. Miller, 100 State
Street. Chicago. Respectfully,

Joseph L. Miller. David L. Edsall,
Richard C. Cabot, Theodore C. Janeway,
George Dock, W. S. Thayer,

Editorial Board.

Miscellany
THE GREAT AMERICAN FRAUD.

Nostrum Advertisements in the Religious Press—Influences
for Reform.

In a recent issue of The Journal1 we gave a rather full
report of Collier's arraignment of the religious press for the
character of the advertising it carried. In a later issue of the
same magazine3 Samuel Hopkins Adams discusses the in¬
fluences for reform, foremost among which he places the clean
leligious papers. He says:
"The very fact that they maintain themselves without taking

blood-money is at once an accusation against their less con¬
sistent compeers and a refutation of the plea that without
the money of quackery a religious paper can not be self-sup¬
porting.

THE CHRISTIAN· ADVOCATES.

"On this important point, here is testimony from the Chris¬
tian Advocate of Nashville, Tenn. The Christian Advocate is
under the general direction of the publishing house of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The editor, Rev. G. B. Winton,
is made responsible for the advertising also, which is the proper
and logical system, and has full powers to reject any objection¬
able matter. His rule is a simple one: 'That as far as possible
advertisements of "patent medicines" be eliminated, and that
if any are admitted they must be of articles free from nar¬

cotics, and an undue proportion of alcohol, and such as make
no spurious claims as to what the medicines will accomplish.'
Is the Nashville Christian Advocate, therefore, tottering on the
brink of beggary? An inquiry from the management of the
paper indicates the reverse:
"At present, when we are more rigid in the scrutiny of

advertising than ever before, and when we have three regular
editors on our staff instead of two, as has been customary, the
paper is self-sustaining.'
"Moreover, the Nashville Christian Advocate pays for its

contributions, which few religious journals do. It would seem,
therefore, to be, like its denominational brother, the New York
Christian Advocate, an illustration of how an intelligent and

1. Aug. 10, 1907, 510-511.
2. Collier's, Oct. 12, 1907.
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conscientious standard of advertising helps rather than hinders
a religious paper.
"The Record of Christian Work believes that 'to have one

standard of orthodoxy for the editorial columns, and another
for the business management is nothing less than cant.' Hence,
it contrives to get along without taking a percentage for swind¬
ling the sick and suffering. So does the Christian Register,
organ of the Unitarian denomination, which 'has not inserted
medical advertising for thirty years;' the Universalist Leader,
which 'declines everything objectionable regardless of financial
results;' the Catholic Monitor of San Francisco; the Catholic
Tidings of Los Angeles, which holds that exploiting fraud is
'incompatible with the teaching of Mother Church;' the Amer¬
ican Hebrew, which adheres to a policy of 'no medical adver¬
tisements accepted;' the American Israelite; the Orthographic
Review, a sectarian publication in Indianapolis; the Christian
Herald, one of the pioneer protestants against this class of
chicanery; Forward and the Westminster Teacher, issued by
the Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School
Work, which 'never inserts medical advertising in our me¬

diums;' the Cumberland Presbyterian Banner of Jasper, Tenn.;
and, with perhaps an occasional slip through inadvertence in
admitting some mildly fraudulent but harmless proprietaries,
the Congregationalist, the Presbyterian Standard and the
Christian Guardian (Methodist). The Religious Telescope of
the United Brethren Publishing House is dropping all this
class of patronage. 'We do not regard all medical advertise¬
ments as harmful,' writes the editor, 'but there seems to be
no safe way to attempt a distinction.' Zion's Herald published
in Boston, has made a distinction which is admirable if rigidly
adhered to. 'Ordered: that after this date the publishing agent
of Zion's Herald is instructed to decline all orders of adver¬
tisements of medicines that are composed in part of alcohol,
opium, or other known harmful drugs ; of advertisements that
suggest disease or work on the imaginations of the readers
for that purpose, and of advertisements that make promises
of impossible cures.'
Unity (published in Chicago) 'does not know whether in the

mind of Collier's it is a religious journal or not.' but in its
thirty years of existence it has 'never wittingly yielded its col¬
umns to the pernicious advertiser, though it is not ignorant
of the tempter and the force of the argument "that good may
come of it." ' A study of the columns of Unity indicates that
it is inaeed a religious journal all the way through and that it
has no double standard—one set of ethics for the editorial
part and another for the advertising. Indeed, a paper which
announces conspicuously. 'We absolutely guarantee all adver¬
tisements herein.' is obviously concerned with ethics first and
earnings afterward.

THE LUTHERAN PUBLICATIONS.
"For the credit of the Lutheran Church the Rev. J. H.

Witte of Hannibal, Mo., conies forward with a statement that
all the publications of the Missouri Synod are free of fraudu¬
lent medical matter, naming specifically Der Lutheraner, Die
Missionstaube. Kinder-nnd-Jugendblatt, The Young Lutheran's
Magazine, and the Lutheran Witness. The Lutherische Kirch¬
enzeitung of Columbus, Ohio, has never carried medical adver¬
tisements. 'We are opposed to the whole business of pouring
unknown drugs or fluids of doubtful character into people,'
says the Rev. Mr. Lenski, the editor, 'and are using our influence
against it. M.y church body would call me sharply to task
if I took a different course.' It would hardly do to assume
that the Lutherans, as a body, are of higher principle or clearer
intelligence than other churches, but certainly it would seem
that they have the ability, above most others, of making their
publications represent the best qualities of their religion."
Mr. Adams then gives a summary of the excuses offered by

the various editors whose journals he took to task. Most of
these "excuses" do not excuse, a few seem based on the old
theory: "No case; abuse plaintiff's attorney." Not all. how¬
ever, try to evade the impeachment; one editor in particular
acknowledging the need of reform.

ONE EDITOR'S PRINCIPLES.
"From paltering excuse and shuffling evasion, it is good to

turn to the words of a religious editor who puts principle
above profits. No writing of mine can sum up the essentials
of the situation as does this extract from a letter of Frank
Willis Barnett, editor and owner of the Alabama Baptist, pub¬lished in Birmingham, a paper which has been full to reeking
with fraudulent medical advertising.
"'I hope soon to have a clean bill of health. From personalexperience I know that the man who publishes a denomina-

tional weekly has a hard, uphill fight to make both ends meet.
I do not want to pose as heroic, but as sure as you live yourarticles make it mighty tight on the editors of religious pa¬
pers. It is easy to say "Better that they went out of exist¬
ence." But when you, or any other man. looks his bread and
meat in the face, and sees the pone grow smaller and the
cut littler^ it is an effort to do right when one's stomach
suffers. But, after all, if we believe what we. preach and
write, we must do the square thing ourselves, or how can we
help otners to win moral battles? I am glad that I live in an

age when men are willing to make sacrifices and when the pressis undertaking big reforms against powerful interests. It is
no time in which to whine.' "
Summing up, Mr. Adams says, referring to the editor's let¬

ter given above: "Reverend gentlemen of the religious press, you
who publish papers of power and influence, backed safely by the
financial ability of your church organizations, whither youlead others will follow. If Mr. Barnett. sole owner of his strug¬gling paper, with his whole career staked on his venture, can
better afford to cleanse himself of the evil influences that have
hitherto been the mainstay of his enterprise, can better afford
to see the pone grow smaller and the cut littler, can better
afford to be an honorable Christian from cover to cover of his
publication than to compromise with the devil of quackery,
can you afford to do otherwise?"

Chemical Pathology. A Discussion of General Pathology from
the Standpoint of the Chemical Processes Involved. By H. Gideon
Wells. Ph.D.. M.D., Assistant Professor of Pathology in the Uni-
versity of Chicag. Cloth. Pp. 549. Price, $3.25 net. Philadel-phia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1907.

This book represents the first attempt in the English lan-
guage to review in a systematic manner the chemical knowl-
edge now at our disposal concerning the nature and manifes-
tations of disease. The author has not hesitated to incorpor-
ate in the treatise the most widely separated aspects of the
general subject. The. following tabulation of the chapter head-
ings will afford an idea of the ground covered in the book:
Chemistry and Physics of the Cell; Enzymes; Chemistry of
Bacteria and Their Products; Chemistry of Animal Parasites;
Chemistry of Immunity and of the Reactions of Agglutination
and Precipitation; Chemical Means of Defense Against Poisons
of Known Composition; Phytotoxins and Zo\l=o"\toxins;Hemolysis
and Serum Cytotoxins; Inflammation; Disturbances of Circu-
lation and Diseases of the Blood; Edema; Retrogressive Proc-
esses; Calcification, Concretions and Incrustations; Pigmenta-
tion; Chemistry of Tumors; Metabolism and Autointoxication;
Gastrointestinal Autointoxication; Ductless Glands; Uric Acid
Metabolism; Diabetes. These numerous, often intricate and
most varied subjects are reviewed in a space of less than 600
pages; and considered from the standpoint of the number of
subjects, the state of our knowledge and the limitations of
space, the topics are well reviewed. The author is familiar
with an enormous literature. He has for the most part clear
ideas concerning both fundamental principles and concrete in¬
vestigations. For the physician the book will prove a reliable
guide. For the student of pathology as currently taught in
this country, this book should afford an excellent antidote to
the ultramorphologic point of view. As a guide to the trained
student in research the book can not serve, and was not, in¬
deed, designed to that end. No book that is spread over so
large a domain with so few pages can_ hope to possess that
sequence in development and objectivity in historical presen¬
tation that is essential in the guide to the student entering
on research. This may be regarded as a very unspecific criti¬
cism; it is not intended, as a matter of fact, as a criticism at
all; it is simply a statement of fact.
In the recital of investigations the author is not sufficiently

critical; he does not make sufficient use of the collateral in¬
vestigations in chemical biology and botany, and lastly, the
book is not written from the standpoint of the physicist's
theory of dimensions. There are two kinds of books in biol¬
ogy, as in physics and chemistry. The one kind is intended
to serve as a general statement of what we know and is de¬
signed for the use of those who wish to inform themselves,

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of California - San Diego User  on 06/01/2015


